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Dumouriez perceived this, and also the great value of the few
regiments of old soldiers which he could obtain. With regard
to the new soldiers who joined the army in such immense
numbers, a great distinction must be drawn between the batta-
lions of national guards sent to the frontier on Vergniaud's
motion, the first volunteers, and the levee en masse.

The battalions of the National Guard had a very fair idea
of military discipline, and, as has been repeatedly noticed, they
had generally chosen for their officers old officers of the regular
army, who had organized them on military principles. They
had found the advantages of discipline in their engagements
with the peasants and in maintaining the peace of the
country, and having elected their own officers they were ready
to trust them and obey them. It must be remembered also
that they were drawn chiefly from the bourgeois class. The
men owned their arms and uniforms, and did not require a
high rate of pay. But as they did not require pay, they did
require, like all unpaid soldiers, a great deal of consideration,
and Dumouriez and the other generals often found them very
difficult to deal with. They claimed not to be subject to
martial law, and generally to be treated with much respect.
Some of them became enamoured of a military life, and entered
the ranks of the regular army, particularly young noblemen
and gentlemen, the more since the fact of their being in the
army secured not only themselves but their relatives from
prosecution and suspicion \ but, as a rule, the national guards
were not often of great assistance in the military operations.

Far more important were the first battalions of volunteers.
These contained many old soldiers, not only men who had left
the army during the last two years owing to the disorganiza-
tion of the regiments, but men who had served for many a
long year as non-commissioned officers, such as Masse'na and
Jourdan, and thoroughly knew their work. These old soldiers
were generally elected officers or instructors, and the battalions
themselves consisted of young men who showed a far more
military spirit than the national guards, and were far more
enthusiastic for war and active service. They were armed